


  

Weekly Programs

World of Wonders
Wednesdays at 10:30 AM

Join us in World of Wonders where early learners focus on learning 
through inquiry, exploration, and PLAY! Each week we will read a 
story, create through process art, and explore materials in hands on 
activities utilizing the five senses. World of Wonders is geared for 
children ages 3-5. Siblings are welcome.

Open Makerspace 
Thursdays & Saturdays from 2–5 PM 
Sundays from 3-5 PM

The Hive is abuzz! Cultivate creativity and engage in the engineering 
design process while tackling prompts using unique materials. We look 
forward to seeing what you will build and discover!

Art Expeditions
Fridays from 2-5 PM

Take a journey in Art Expeditions to learn about types of art and try your hand 
at different techniques.

Mini Makers
Tuesdays at 10:30 AM

Tinker and design in this maker program for young learners. 
Join us each week as we explore a new way to build and 
create! Mini Makers is geared for children ages 3-5. Siblings 
are welcome. 

Open Art Studio
Saturdays 10-1 and Sundays 1-3

Let your imagination run wild! Express yourself and create new designs 
with a different process art project each week.

Aris, 6
Honorary Amazement Square Staff Member
 
Meet Aris, he is 6 years old and loves Amazement Square so much 
that he wants to work here when he grows up and made his own 
“staff” t-shirt. He even helps us enforce our museum manners! We 
are honored to have him as part of our Amazement Square family!
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MUSEUM ADMISSION

$10.75 General Admission (Free for 
members & children under 12 months)
$7.75 Senior Citizens
$8.00 Group Admission 
(10 or more with 2 days notice)

MUSEUM HOURS

OPEN 
Tuesday - Saturday 
10:00am - 5:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm - 5:00pm
CLOSED Mondays 

Ashley Humphrey
School Program Coordinator

How long have you been at A²
This is my third year with Amazement 
Square

What are your responsibilities here?
I am in charge of scheduling all 
school field trips and group visits 
to Amazement Square, organizing 
and maintaining all materials used 
with our school program offerings, 
and scheduling staff to assist with 
field trips. I also coordinate outreach 
programs that occur at local schools, 
funded through 21st century grants and 
the VSA grant through the Kennedy 
Center. I also help out the Education 
Department with events and program 
planning, WonderCamp planning and 
facilitation, and planning bigger and 
better ways to get the community 
excited about learning.

What is your favorite part about 
working here?
I love facilitating programs of learning 
through play to groups of students, 
getting them excited about the topic 
at hand, helping them to overcome 
challenges, and seeing the lightbulb 
turn on when a student finally 
understands a concept!

Tell us a fun fact:
I have an almost two year old Brittany 
Spaniel at home, who is my pride and 
joy, and I bring her with me anywhere 
I can! We love to go on runs together, 
visit our friends for puppy play dates, 
and enjoy dinner at our favorite 
dog-friendly restaurants!

What is your favorite color?
Although I love all of the colors, blue 
takes the cake for my favorite.



  

        Sun.              Mon.            Tue.            Wed.           Thu.             Fri.              Sat.

        Sun.              Mon.            Tue.            Wed.           Thu.             Fri.              Sat.

September

September closing – Monday September 2- September 16th ( we will reopen on Tuesday the 17th for public)

October

November

Astronomy Day
Saturday, September 21, 2019
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Join us and learn about our solar system through 
hands on, interactive activities taking place
throughout the museum.  We will also be having 
Planetarium presentations at different times in our 
beautiful Education Building!  Free with paid 
admission.

Little Explorers STEAM Day-Colors
Saturday, October 19, 2019
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

The 4th in our series of STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math) programs for Early 
Learners.  This month, we will be exploring the 
science of color with hands on learning activities 
throughout the museum, designed for 3-5 year olds 
(but everyone is welcome to participate). Free with 
paid admission.

LEGO Day
Saturday, November 16, 2019
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Join us for a day dedicated to LEGOs! Create and 
build different structures through different challenges 
throughout the museum. Free with paid admission.

Date Night Drop Off
September 21 & November 8, 2019
6:00 PM – 10:00 PM
$35 per child

Join us in celebrating you as parents with the return of 
our popular Date Night Drop-off program. Bring your 
child{ren} to Amazement Square from 6PM – 10PM for 
a unique museum experience complete with a fun and 
interactive program, food and museum exploration 
while you enjoy a date night!

PopUp School’s Out
See calendar for dates
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

School’s out, so that must mean some 
super fun pop up programming at 
Amazement Square.  You’ll never know what 
kind of games, art, and hands on activities you 
will find!  Free with paid admission.

    
 UPCOMING

    
 EVENTS

Amazing Mile Children’s Run
Friday, September 27, 2019
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

The Amazing Mile Children’s Run invites area youth 
ages 13 and under to get up and get moving in 
downtown Lynchburg! Held in conjunction with the 
Genworth Virginia 10 Miler, this regional favorite offers 
and an event for every skill level including a one-mile 
run, a half-mile run, and a quarter-mile run. Each year 
family members and community spectators head 
downtown to support the children’s run and take part in 
the Virginia 10 Miler Family Festival held at Amazement 
Square and the surrounding area between Jefferson 
Street and the James River!

Ugly Bug Ball
Friday, October 25, 2019 
6:30 PM

The Ugly Bug Ball is the Museum’s biggest fundraiser 
each year promising our guests an unforgettable 
evening in costume! The evening is hosted by 40 
regional Celebrity Hosts inviting our guests to spend 
a night dancing to a live band and enjoying a catered 
dinner. The Ugly Bug Ball raises funds to fulfill the 
Museum’s mission of providing hands-on learning to 
children and adults of all backgrounds and abilities.

Pop-up Science
Second , Third & Fourth Saturdays of the month
1:00 PM

Pop! Fizz! Boom! Join us for up-close science 
demonstrations that will blow your mind. Explore the 
world of physics, chemistry, and biology as we bring 
scientific phenomena to life in a big way! 
Free with paid admission.

DIWine | An adults only makeshop
Every second Monday of the month
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

This casual style class will have you enjoying some 
tasty treats, sipping wine (or a nonalcoholic beverage), 
while socializing with other makers as the instructor 
works with the group through step by step instructions 
to create your own masterpiece. Additional details to 
follow on website. 54
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   School's Out

• School’s Out WonderCamps are for campers      
currently in Kindergarten-5th grade

• Campers will be grouped by age for select           
activities during the camp day

• Single day camps are $45 per camper, 10% 
discount for members

• Camp day runs from 8:45am-3:30pm

Camp Dates: 

Big Messy Art
Friday, October 11, 2019 

Create art on a large scale in this camp where 
you are sure to get messy!

LEGO Masters
Monday, October 14, 2019 

Create and build with LEGOs! Complete building 
challenges and make your own designs. What 
will you create in this day devoted to all things 
LEGO?

City Maker
Tuesday, November 05, 2019 

If you could build the perfect city, what would it 
be? Create, build, and dream up the perfect city 
in City Maker!

  W
onderCamp 

76
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 Interns

    
 Spotlig

ht

Sarah Shaver

I am going to be a senior at Virginia Tech this fall 
and will be graduating in the Spring with a degree in 
Human Development and a minor in Spanish. I plan to 
go to graduate school for elementary education and 
hope to continue to inspire the next generations as 
my teachers did for me! While at Virginia Tech I have 
become President of Circle K International, a service 
organization on campus, and a House Supervisor 
for my sorority, Kappa Alpha Theta. As I have gone 
through school and even camp this summer, I have 
realized how much I love teaching and helping children 
navigate through the classroom and lessons. I  look 
forward to applying what I have learned at Amazement 
Square to future classrooms. Thank you for giving me 
the opportunity to engage, create and learn with your 
kids!

Kate O’Brien

I have enjoyed being an Education Intern for 
Amazement Square’s WonderCamp this summer! I 
am a rising sophomore at Gettysburg College and am 
majoring in Spanish with a minor in Education. I also 
compete for the college’s Cross Country and Indoor/
Outdoor track teams. I am very passionate about art, 
and enjoy taking Studio Art and Art History courses. 
I look forward to studying abroad in Spain during my 
junior year and plan to complete my student teaching 
semester in order to graduate with a K-12 certification. 
While I plan to start out teaching at the K-12 level, I 
want to continue my education, pursuing a graduate 
degree in Spanish.

     Summer

     WonderCamp

We had the BEST summer with all of our amazing 
WonderCampers, thank you for sharing them with us! 

It was eleven weeks of exploring, creating, 
discovering and learning with kids ranging from 3 to 8 
years old. Campers got to be Astronauts, 
Paleontologists, Architects, Scientists, Magicians, 
Artists and so much more, with each day bringing a 
new experience and a fun and exciting 
educational project.
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     Back to
     School

    
 Back to

    
 School

Program Highlights

Planetarium: Investigate stars and constellations, 
the size and organization of the solar system, and the 
earth-moon-sun relationship.  It’s out of this world!

Makerspace: Design, build, rise to the challenge!  
Our makerspace programs cover a wide range of 
studies: from creating models of flowers from
repurposed materials to building circuits and 
programming robots to constructing Roman 
aqueducts.  Get your hands on!

Environmental: Explore the natural world and its 
wonders by planting in our garden area, discovering 
the importance of water and watersheds, and
learning how animals adapt to survive their 
environment.  Come and see the related Bee in the 
Know exhibition with its own outdoor/indoor hive!

October is full of special days!
 
National Go on a Field Trip Month - What a better time 
of year to get out of the classroom and explore the 
world!  Amazement Square has four floors of hands-on, 
multi-disciplinary exhibits to teach through play.  We 
also offer over twenty SOL based educational 
programs to encourage deeper learning.  Contact us 
for group rates and add-on learning opportunities!

National Head Start Awareness Month 
This awareness month was created in 1982 by 
Ronald Reagan to spread the importance of Head Start 
and the power that early learning has on all children.  
Amazement Square offers opportunities directly
targeted to the Pre-K to 1st grade child, both within the 
museum exhibits and through its Discovery and 
Makerspace programs.  Your child’s daycare, Head 
Start, or preschool program can visit the museum, or 
the museum programs can be brought to them!

National Learning and Development Month
This holiday stresses that learning is not just for kids!  
Learning is a lifelong process that takes place from 
early learning through adulthood.  Amazement Square 
offers programs that are designed for children, but 
don’t let that stop you!  Get involved and learn with 
your kids while you visit, or attend some of our more 
adult oriented programs at another time.

School Programs
 
Do you love coming to Amazement Square with your children to watch them play AND learn?  Did you know 
that we offer over twenty SOL aligned programs that cover everything from math and science to history and 
social studies?  Our Education Specialists weave engineering design, art, reading, and theater throughout these 
programs - a true STREAM experience!  Mention to your child’s PTO, school, or teacher that Amazement Square 
offers reduced rates for groups to come explore and extend what they are learning in the classroom.  Not 
enough time for an entire day of exploration?  Many of our programs, including makerspace and the planetarium 
dome, can travel to your school!  A great option for fun days, festivals, or incentives throughout the school year!  
Contact  Ashley Humphrey at ashleyh@amazementsquare.org for more information.

mailto:ashleyh@amazementsquare.org
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     Grant

Sponsored Admission Program

Through the Sponsored Admission Program, 
Amazement Square is able to expand the 
accessibility of museum visitation, enriching 
school programs, and outreach programming to 
the families, communities, and schools of Virginia. 
Support from gracious donors makes these 
programs accessible to people of all backgrounds, 
abilities, and economic standing and with your 
continued support, the museum looks forward to 
continuing to serve the families of Central Virginia 
and beyond.

So far in 2019:

9,810
 

museum visitors have used discounts totaling 

$43,839 
in Sponsored Admission Program funds through 

opportunities such as $5 Thursday, Afterschool 

Special, Unplug & Unwind Day, Special 
Appreciation Days, and Exploration for All.

5,145 
students received 

$73,162
 

in Sponsored Admission Program scholarships 
to visit the museum and participate in enriching 

Amazing Adventures School Programs with their 
schools.

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational organization, 
Amazement Square depends on contributions 
from donors like you to provide the children and 
families of our region with enriching educational 
experiences that inspire creativity and curiosity. To 
donate, visit www.amazementsquare.org/giving or 
contact the Development Office at 
development@amazementsquare.org.
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Grants & Support 
Marietta McNeil Morgan & Samuel Tate Morgan, 
Jr. Trust Grant

Amazement Square is honored to receive a major 
grant from the Marietta McNeil Morgan & Samuel 
Tate Morgan, Jr. Trust to begin work on the 
Genworth Education Center Façade & Education 
Garden, to create outdoor environments on 
the north side of the museum and Genworth 
Education Center. These environments will 
include Education & Hanging Gardens, a formal 
entrance to the Genworth Education Center, 
Picnic area with interactive outdoor exhibits, and 
a custom mural on the north side of the museum 
which will bring attention to honeybees and their 
importance to Lynchburg and the world.

     Outreaches

MATURE MAKERS
 
Amazement Square has initiated a new program to 
support our mission of cultivating an engaged 
community of lifelong learners by sparking
imagination, creativity, and curiosity by partnering with 
Centra’s PACE Program - a program of all-inclusive 
care for the elderly. 

On June 24th, guests of Centra’s PACE Program in 
Lynchburg, VA were challenged to create bird feeders 
out of recycled materials with the support of 
Amazement Square staff. Amazement Square will 
continue facilitating engaging, hands-on, maker style 
programs at the Lynchburg PACE center as well as 
expanding the programs to the PACE Centers located 
in Farmville and Gretna in the future.

ALTAVISTA OUTREACH

This July, Amazement Square visited Shreve Park 
Pavilion and Lola Avenue Park twice for Altavista’s 
Summer Spark enrichment program for families in the 
Altavista community that encourages young children 
to continue reading, exploring, and investigating in the 
summertime. This outreach program was made 
possible thanks to the generosity and support of the 
First National Bank of Altavista. 

Forty children and twenty eight adults participated in 
in the Where Animals Live school program, exploring 
habitats from around the world and adaptations that 
help animals survive in unique environments on July 
3rd!

Then on July 10th, thirty children and sixteen adults 
participated in our Bee Keeper and Pollination 
Program, exploring how honey bees are a vital 
organism for the process of pollination as well as the 
hard work that goes into taking care of a hive! 
Students even had the opportunity to try on a bee 
keeper suit!

http://www.amazementsquare.org/giving
mailto:development@amazementsquare.org
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in the 

Heidi and Bernard Baldwin
Sallie Blosser
H.B. and Sandra Brooks
Mike Caswell
Marcy & Charles Catalano
Henry and Adeline Clarke
Lucy and Robert Cook
Connie Dahlberg
William and Eugenia Davidson
George and Rosemary Dawson
David and Emily Dent
River Esbenshade
Paul and Libby Fitzgerald
Michael and Jodi Gillette
Tom and Janie Hall

Mike and Elizabeth Harrington
Chip Harvey
Sanford and Beth Hellman
Skipper Holt
Matthew and Megan Huffman
Bill and Aileen Hull
William Hunt
George Hurt
Fritz and Emily Jenkins
The Jones Kids
Soon-Bock Kim Song
James and Tina Kughn
Allen Layne
Shirley Matthews
John and Laura Morgan

Thank you for your continued support in bringing our bees home
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Alexis Richards
Mort Sajadian
Dan and Stevie Savage
Marc and Liz Shockley
Ian and Amanda Smithson
Thomas and Laura Stevens
Christine and Stephen Terry
Larry and Lisa Tomlin
Scott and Liz Wade
Peter and Jessica Ward
John and Randall Watts
Ken and Jane White
George Zippel

A special “thank you” 
to the following for 

supporting
 Bee in the Know! 

Bank of Charlotte County
Forest Dental Center

Greater Lynchburg Community Foundation
James River Arts & Cultural District Program

Sam & Marion Golden Helping Hand Foundation
Westminster Canterbury

& all of our Individual Donors

DONATE ONLINE AT AMAZEMENTSQUARE.ORG

6 years old

NO MATTER HOW BIG OR HOW SMALL

EVERY DONATION COUNTS



Benefits of Membership
Are you using the full benefits of your Amazement Square membership?
In addition to unlimited museum admission for one year, members are 
eligible for:

ACM Reciprocal Program - 50% off admission for up to 6 people at 
nearly 200 children’s museums across the nation! (Fantastic, Flex, & 
Giving Square levels)

$25 Discount on A2 Birthday Parties
10% Discount on A2 WonderCamps
10% Discount on A2 slumber parties & facility rentals 

Renew or purchase a membership today at www.amazementsquare.org/membership 
or Contact us at membership@amazementsquare.org

Rentals at the Square!

Looking for a great place to host a holiday luncheon or party? Need 
somewhere to host a gift exchange or end-of-the-year presentation 
or event? We've got you covered! Our Genworth Education Center is 
the perfect place for your rental needs. With the space to host up to 
400 guests, a full band, or a DJ, a full bar (drinks not included), a full 
kitchen for a caterer, and bathrooms all located in one place, we can 
make you rental needs a reality. Oh, and don't forget our 
state-of-the-art fully integrated sound system!

Call to book your rental today!    434-845-1888

Celebrate Your Child’s Birthday with Us!

No matter what age your child is turning, Amazement Square will create a 
memorable party just for you! Museum educators and birthday specialists 
lead the fun with creative crafts and adventure.
Birthday package includes:

• One adult FREE for every child
• All-day admission for party guests
• 90 minute party room rental
• Amazement Square balloon bundle
• A special souvenir for the birthday child
• A special birthday throne for the birthday child to sit on
• Party Room activities
• Invitations
• An AMAZING birthday party facilitator
• Use our top of the line Bluetooth speaker system for your party! 
• Sync one of your personal devices, or use our iPad to access 
    Pandora or YouTube. 

   
 Call us at 434-845-1888 to book your party today!

www.amazementsquare.org
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As a non-profit, the dedication that volunteers show 
for our museum is immeasurable; by serving with 
Amazement Square they provide us with the help we 
need to make visitor experiences memorable, fun, and 
educational. 

Serving not only holds great intrinsic value, but it can 
help our volunteers reach their own goals by providing 
them with professional experience working with
children. This summer, we’ve had dedicated 
volunteers and interns from local colleges and high 
schools. Amazement Square would like to officially 
recognize Jefferson Forest High School students, 
Lincoln Brads and Riley Murphy, for collectively 
giving 110 volunteer hours over the summer! 

Interested in serving with us?  Our volunteers help as 
individuals and as groups.

Getting started is easy!  We require that our volunteers 
fill out an application and attend an orientation.  

Contact Laura Lemaitre at
volunteer@amazementsquare.org 
or call the museum at (434)845-1888

http://www.amazementsquare.org/membership
mailto:membership@amazementsquare.org
mailto:volunteer@amazementsquare.org
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     Museum
     Manners

What is the premise behind the philosophy of 
Amazement Square’s Manners: 
Be kind, Be Safe, Be Thinking? 
 
Amazement Square’s programmatic and learning philosophy is based on the concept of mindfulness and a 
teaching method that integrates empathy and kindness.

1. Make caring for others a priority

At A2 our hope is to encourage children to learn to balance their needs with the needs of others; whether it’s 
sharing golf balls with other visitors in the Race Way Exhibition; hanging up costumes in The Art of Acting on 
the racks after they are finished playing with them so that other visitors can have the same experience they 
had; place the puppets in the draws they found them at the Puppet Tree exhibit; or work as team on the Crane 
exhibit.

Children need to hear that caring for others is important and a big part of this thinking is encouraging our 
children to be mindful and honor their commitments. For example, how thoughtful and nice it is to put away 
interactives in an exhibit that they just played with so that other visitors can have the same positive experience 
they had. ‘Be Thinking’

2. Provide opportunities for children to practice caring and gratitude 

It’s never too late to become a good person, but it won’t happen on its own. Children need to practice caring for 
others and expressing gratitude for those who care for them and contribute to others’ lives. Studies have shown 
that people who are in the habit of expressing gratitude are more likely to be helpful, generous, compassionate, 
and forgiving—and they’re also more likely to be happy and healthy. 

What if we promoted the idea that saying “you are kind” has the same significance as “you are happy” Learning 
to be caring is like learning to play a sport or an instrument - it requires daily repetition and practice—be it 
helping a friend with homework, pitching in around the house, or having a classroom assignment—make caring 
second nature and develop and hone childrens caregiving capacities. Learning gratitude similarly involves 
regularly practicing it, ‘Be Kind’ 

3. Expand our child’s circle of concern. 

All children care about a small circle of their families and friends. Our challenge is to help our children learn 
to care about someone outside that circle, such as the new kid in class, someone who doesn’t speak their 
language, someone who lives in a distant country, or other visitors in the museum. 
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Children need to learn to zoom in, by listening closely and attending to those in their immediate circle, and to 
zoom out, by taking in the big picture and considering the many perspectives of the people they interact with 
daily. In our more global world, children need to develop concern for people who live in very different cultures 
and communities than their own. ‘Be Thinking’
 
By emphasizing kindness and thinking Amazement Square's manners hopes to encourage our guests to 
be more mindful of how to explore the museum while interacting with exhibits and other guests in a safe 
environment. ‘Be Safe’   
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Corporate Patron
BWX Technologies, Inc. // Centra // Pacific Life

 Amazing Corporate Sponsor
Berglund Oak Ridge Toyota // Capps Shoe Company 

Framatome // Moore & Giles, Inc
 Corporate Sponsor 

Bank of the James // BB&T 
Campbell Insurance // Flippin, Bruce & Porter, Inc 

Forest Dental Center // Foster Fuels 
Innovative Wireless Technologies, Inc.

John Stewart Walker, Inc
Kyanite Mining Corporation // N.B. Handy

Pettyjohn, Wood & White, Inc. // Schewels Furniture
Watts Petroleum

Café Amaze
Café Amaze, formerly Kidz Warehouse,  is now offering more 
food and drink options to fuel both children and adults for 
hours of exploration at Amazement Square. The new café 
will also feature seating options for guest to relax and enjoy 
their snack break.   Café Amaze will also host a selection of 
unique and educational merchandise carefully selected to 
keep families learning long after a visit to the museum. Items 
inspired by our exhibitions will spark hours of creative play 
for children of all ages. With learning at the core of all we 
do, we have made sure that it’s easy for children to shop. All 
prices include tax, making it simple for children to practice 
their counting, addition, and budgeting skills.
 
In addition to our enhanced space, we are offering guests 
the opportunity to be part of a brand new unique and 
exciting  design feature!  Over the next several months we 
will be collecting donated coffee mugs from guests and 
will be hanging them from the ceiling of Café Amaze. Every 
time you come in to the space for a quick snack break or to 
purchase a fun and educational item, you can look up at the 
ceiling and locate your mug. We even encourage you to sign 
the bottom of your mug so you can find it easily. The donated 
mug can be any size, shape, color and/or design, we just ask 
that they are clean and they must have a handle. Mugs can 
be donated at the front desk.


